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Historical Backgrounds I: Colossians

I. Authorship: Who, When, Where
A. Dispute Among Scholars - Some scholars today feel that Colossians was written by a disciple of Paul, rather than Paul himself.
B. The text itself indicates that the letter was dictated to a secretary and that he signed the ending in his own hand (Col 4:18)   This was a common practice in ancient letter writing, but does not suggest that words were not Paul’s.
C. Arguments Against Pauline Authorship 
1. Vocabulary - Words are different than Paul’s other letters (55 unique words used in Colossians)  32 words = only occurrence in the New Testament

2. Writing Style

D. Arguments For Pauline Authorship

1. Just because the words don’t fit your concept of what Paul always said does not mean that Paul did not write the letter.  
2. Different situations call for different responses and, in this case, a different vocabulary.
E. When and Where was the letter Written:  Somewhere around 60 AD.  

II. Geographical Overview
III. Historical Background Video
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