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ÅPaulôs Church Planting Strategy

ÅInitial Membership of the Philippi 

Church of Christ



Honor & Status

In Roman Society







The Roman Empire was 

One of the Most Class 

Structured Societies in 

History



Honor and status drove the Upper 

Class in Rome 

ÅThis class structure was then 

duplicated to the classes below.

ÅOver time, this same class 

structure spread across the 

Empire  to cities like Philippi.



Roman society in the 1st Century  AD was 

approximately 50 million people



Elite-class

1 million

Non-Elites

49 million



Non-Elites

49 million

Elite-class

1 million



What determined oneôs place in 

society?

Family (Tribe) and 

Wealth



By 241 BC, the number of tribes was fixed 

at 35, consisting of 4 urban and 31 rural 

tribes.

ÅRural tribes held more political influence 

because they were typically smaller and 

populated by landowning elites.

ÅFamous Roman General Gaius Marius 

belonged to the Lemoniatribe.

ÅCaius Julius Cai, son of Voltinia Maximus. 

Caius Julius Cai was a member of the 

Voltinia tribe.



Sesterce from the reign of Nero AD 64

Wealth

https://www.harding.edu/events/lectureship

/



Sesterce from the reign of Nero AD 64

Wealth

Senators ï1,000,000

Equestrians ï400,000

Decurions ï200,000

https://www.harding.edu/events/lectureship

/





Essential Qualifications for Cirsus Honorum

ÅCitizenship and Gender: Only male Roman citizens were eligible; women were strictly 

prohibited from holding political office.

ÅSocial Class: Initially, most offices were reserved for patricians (aristocrats), but over time, 

plebeians(commoners) became eligible for all rungs, including the consulship by 367 BCE.

ÅMilitary Experience : Candidates typically had to complete 10 years of military service, 

often at the equestrian level, before starting their political career.

ÅFinancial Standing: Pursuing the cursus honorumrequired significant personal wealth to 

fund campaigns and public games, as these offices were unpaid

Age Requirements (Lex Villia Annalis)
Formalized in 180 BCE, the Lex Villia Annalisestablished minimum ages for each major office to 

ensure maturity and experience

ÅQuaestor: Minimum age of 30 (after 10 years of military service).

ÅAedile: Minimum age of 36.

ÅPraetor: Minimum age of 39.

ÅConsul: Minimum age of 42

Candidates who reached an office at the earliest possible age were said to have attained it in suo 

anno ("in his year"), which was a mark of high prestige. While most candidates followed this 

strict sequence, exceptional figures like Pompey sometimes bypassed requirements due to 

military success or political crises





Caius Julius Cai, son of 

Voltinia Maximus, a 

distinguished man with a 

broad stake, honored by the 

late Pius, quaestor, propraetor

in the province of Pontus and 

Bithynia, The praetor-elect 

was also a member of the 

Council of Philippi , and in the 

province of Thrace for 35 

years here is the situation: 

Caius Julius Teres was careful 

to make Thracches to his most 

pious brother



a member of the 

Council of Philippi



An inscription mentioning a "member of 

the council" (or decurion) in Philippi 

signifies that the individual was part of the 

elite governing body of the city, which 

operated as a Roman colony. 

These inscriptions commonly list a 

person's name, their father's name (filio), 

their voting tribe (Voltinia), and their 

municipal honors, such as quaestor (q) or 

duumvir (II vir).



Political Context: As a Roman colony 

established by Augustus, Philippi was 

governed by Roman law, and its council 

members served to manage local affairs, 

similar to a "little Romeñ.

Significance of Such Inscriptions: Surviving 

inscriptions mentioning these officials 

highlight the power structure and social 

organization of the city during the New 

Testament era, showing the influence of elite 

men and sometimes wealthy women as 

patrons.



Role and Status: A member of the council was a decurion 

(decurio in Latin), belonging to the local senate or city 

council (ordo decurionum). This was a position of high 

social status, authority, and economic power, typically 

reserved for wealthy individuals or retired Roman 

soldiers.

Cultural Context: Inscriptions from the area show that 

these council members often oversaw the economic and 

religious life of the city, including supporting Roman 

emperor cults.

Therefore, a "member of the council of Philippi" was not 

just a prominent citizen, but a formally recognized local 

ruler within a prestigious Roman-modeled municipality



Paulôs Church Planting 

Strategy at Philippi



Paul had an 

amazing grasp of 

Roman culture.

His understanding of Roman  

culture enabled him to develop a 

church planting strategy that was 

both counter-cultural and cross-

centered.



The Marketplace at Philippi



Paul was faced with developing a church planting strategy

that would counter Roman culture and draw people to Jesus Christ.  

As we follow the events in the marketplace, we will discover how the 

Apostle Paul was the right man for that job.

The Marketplace at Philippi



The crowd joined in the attack 

against Paul and Silas, and The 

magistratesordered them to be 

stripped and beaten with 

rods. 23After they had been 

severely flogged, they were 

thrown into prison

Acts 16:22-23



The traditional jail site at Philippi  



As Roman citizens, why didnôt 

Paul and Silas save themselves 

from the severe flogging and 

Incarceration in Acts 16:23?

Answer:  Because Paul allowed the 

flogging as part of his Church Planting 

Strategy



If they avoided the beating by using 

his status as a Roman citizen, 
Åit would have set the wrong example to the 

Philippian Church

ÅWithout the beatings and jail time, Paul would 

not have met the Philippian jailer

ÅIn Philippians, Paul mentions that the Christian 

life sometimes involves suffering (1:29and 3:10) 

for Christ.  Sometimes people will oppose you 

(1:28).  Folks can be selfish and insincere (1:17)  

So submitting to abuse by the Roman authorities 

will show Paulôs commitment to the new 

Christians at Philippi. 



Initial Membership of the Philippi Church 

of Christ From Acts 16 & Philippians



Philippi

Alexandria Troas

Acts 16  11From Troaswe put out 

to sea and sailed straight for 

Samothrace, and the next day we 

went on to Neapolis.



12From there we traveled to Philippi,a 

Roman colony and the leading city of that 

district of Macedonia.And we stayed there 

several days.



The Ancient City of Philippi 

Via Egnatia

Theater

Marketplace



12From there we traveled to Philippi,a 

Roman colony and the leading city of that 

district of Macedonia.And we stayed there 

several days.



Lydia of Thyatira Was An Extraordinary Woman



Asia 

Minor





ÅLydia & Her Household (Acts 16:14-15)

Thyatira

229 Miles

Philippi



13On the Sabbathwe went outside the city gate to the 

river, where we expected to find a place of prayer. We 

sat down and began to speak to the women who had 

gathered there.



Marketplace

Theater

Baptismal 

Site

Via Egnatia

Museum

The Ancient City of Philippi 



Acts 16  14One of 

those listening was a 

woman from the city 

of  Thyatiranamed 

Lydia, a dealer in 

purple cloth.  She 

was a worshiper of 

God.  The Lord 

opened her heart to 

respond to Paulôs 

message.


